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H EMAVAT] lies eight mil« south of Atiuu-apwram 
in the Madsksim Taluk nf Ananupur District. U 
fs now s small village and HiflicuU of af^oach except 
to fall wMtiicf, From the gth to the HiH century AJ>. 
H w&ftp uitdef its ajicionl name of HeiijBru or Penjeru, a 
c:£ipitAl of thtf Noiambfi dynasty. All lhal remains of 
Its former ^jJory are several imacriptionF smd a ^roup 
uf ruined temple. 

The Iiietors' of the Nolambas was conditioned by 
(heir geographical position. Their lerritory, known 
as NoIamba\Tidl, included the modem WstHcis of 
Tumkur. Chitsldroog and Anantapur. They were thus 
forced to play, along Witl> Iheir neighbours, the Bauas 
and the Vaidambas. the role of buffer states between 
the gi'eat powers of the Deccan and South India. 
North of the Tungabhadra lay Ihe mllitaot kingdom 
of the Hdshtrakutas. who were dispossessed about 
U75 A.D. by the no less warlike Later Calukyaa. In 
the south the Pa Havas. ibOU’ successors, the Colas, and 
the Western Gangas were et{Ual)y afiftresuve. It was 
only when the powers had auffered a 'asi-back or were 
ocritpied elsewhere, lhal the feudatories might enjoy 
a brief independence. The middle of the Bth cenltiiy 
A.D. was such a moment: the Patlavas were relatively 
iveaft and the Eashtrakutas had but lately come to 
power. 11 was about this lime that Ihe Nolambas, who 
claimed to bcJnng lo the family of the Pallavas, are 
first found in Nolambalge. which was later lo grow 
into Nolamhavadl. a province of Ihirty-two thousand 
viUages. The first three rulers were vassals of the 
Western Gangas and the Raahirakutas, whichever waa 
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in ih<? a^dendanL The fciujth Nolamb^i, Pobchonit 
married the daughter of the Western Ganga. 

Rajamalla I mi4Xt Polflchora. though a feuda¬ 

tory^ was obviously a (powerful ruler, and eictended 
hb territory' ssotithwards to inciude Elolar District. 
Mahendtsi* bis son by tho Ganga princess, was the 
greate^l of the Noiambas. He atiaek^d h\u neigbbaura, 
I he Voidnmbas and ihe Banos, and obhned to have 
destroyed the letter. Certainly his k^ngdnm included 
parts of Kill Hr and Bangalore Districts and Dharmo- 
purl m Saienn District, where his illi^l;^ipt^ori^ are 
found. Finally he (eLt hirrurelf strong enciui^li to refuse 
even nominal allegiance io the Western GangoiL. He 
was however defeated and killed by Nstimarga H 
fW7-l^ A.D.K His son Nannlga fabout 91S«193B A^D,) 
seems to have made it up with hiti overlords, and aided 
Uiem in thdr It Is during Nnimiga-s teign lhal 

the province of Nolambav^dl b first mentionfid. His 
successor. Ditip^i, was dcfeoled In 940 A.D- hy the great 
AashirakuLa Krlshno 111 w'ho with the help of the 
Wesiem Gongas overw'belmed the rtsilng power of the 
Colas ai the famous battle of TakkoJam tn 94^ A.D 
Dili pa's succe&kn^ Nanru, w'as equally unfurtunaie. 
The Western Ganga Maraainiha in 196^-974 A D J 
claimed to have detdroyed the Nolamb;^ f^mdy, and 
though three princes are said to have escaped ihe 
massacre, tiothing more is heard of the Molainbas until 
the next century. Then three generatinn^ of kings 
arc known, all feudatories nf the l^ter Calukyas. 
They were heavily involved in the bloody warfare 
hetwe-en ihehr ma^sters onrl the Colas^ and though 
frequetiily overrun bv ISajaraja, Ratendro and Raja- 
dhlraja. seem lo have mainlained their allegiance to 
the Later Calukyas. 
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The pari pjayefj by ihe Nokmbas in the political 
history of South India luay not have b&en a distirw 
fished OJie. Their arl. tJiough little known,* ia of 
the i^rcatesi significance, and not only lor JU Intrlruuc 
heauiy. 7^,^ Raahtrakutai continued ihc brilliant iradi- 
lion of Early Calukyu art, but i in fortunately few of 
thtir munuments have aurvived. We are not on firm 
giound again until the Uter Calukyas. Ji is precisely 
this empty period— Hlh-lOth century A-D —which is 
occupied by XoJumbo art And the NoJambas, what¬ 
ever their poht I cb] iiilegiBnce, wen? beirs in the r bw, ^ 
Iraditjco), which they developed and transmUled u far 
south as the Kolar District 

Nowhere is Nolambs witlplure seen In beucr 
ttdvantasB than at Kemavati.f Dtifortunately this does 
apply equRliy to their ardutecturo. The main group 
of three temples which stand to the north-east of 
the vUfage, are white-washcM and ha^e Jost their 
towers tsikharas). To appreciate the quality of 
Nolamba archuecture one must travel stmie sixty miles 
south to Nandi in the Xolar District There the 
Bhoganodts^’ara shfine, which with the neighbouring 
Arunachalesvara fnrms perhaps the loveliest group In 
the old Mysufc Stale, gives a gfiod idea of the besuly 
of a Nolsmba temple when clean and complete There 
«re two architectural features in which the Nolamba 
craltemen excelled, and both are better represented 
at Hemavati than elsewhere. Though the Nulamba 
pillar was evotv'ed from such Rashtrahiita examples 
as those employed In ihe Jain temple at PaUndakol 

• Nime (11 ihr pieces litre llliutntcd huve prevlmiilr been 
putalithcd 

t TJicrc Is «1«> a sinall but hne anaip ui Nolsmba scuhtiutes 
In the Govcnmisni Museum, A'isdras 
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or the Temple at KuJtkaritir^ it Im desfjpied 

witJi a guiltier Ui vent Jon and finer eraftamanship. The 
elean nioiildjngs, the turned capitais, 

und i3ie cri$p und delltate depuration at the square 
^hafla are well illustrated by the four pillars now sup- 
(lortijig sruJilJ modeni pavilfon in front of the main 
tf^mplr fpJatei^ 1-5) and by tho^e In the poreh of the 
mflifi temple (Bark Cover). Tl Is not surprising that 
ihese wundtTiul pillars should have bc-en Jidmired and 
eoveted by the coniempi^rariEs of tile Nobmbaa, From 
nrae iif hfa invasions of tbia area Hajendra, the greal 
Cola conqueror, looted no less than fortydoiU' nf them 
to decorute the line ttmpk at Tiruvadi, some seven 
mhos nortli of Taiijoro, where they still stjud ^ mute 
lestimony to hia admiratlun of Kolamba art • 

Perhaps the moal noiable feature of Nobmba 
artJijterlure m tho use of pierced stone windo^vs to &ivt 
a soft, dllfused light to the half Inavarangai. and uiiui- 
chamber {Hiikhanasi) tn the shrmOi This type of win¬ 
dow had already been omployed by the EfirTy Calukyas, 
bo\h in g'&omcirica] and in ffowingi orguruc fotiiiA, 
U>vely ^x£inip\e& of both are to be seen in the fumoua 
Virupakiha Temple at Fatladakal, which wjtia built by 
u queen of Vlkramflditya It {7'SS-7K A-D.l In the 
hands of the Ncdamba craftsmen these decorative 
inotifi; were raised to the status of major works qf art 
One uf the most attractive forms is a regularly curving 
and delicately cusped tendril, containing figures ot 
dancers and musicians (Plate 12). It would be diffb 
culi to imagine a more perfect union of lovingly observ- 

C. Siva^mmiLTn. Ro^al i^nd Cultural Mi«TDllon« 

III mdis mid tfie Deccan. Calculi^, IVaS pL kvIL b. 

Olbrr ^aII Irujonpntc art |p t» tnund in the Fajamjeevara 
Tempk nt Tanjor^ 
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cd n^iiuraf forms and (roniroUcd desJgrr, Evtn nUMTe 
smbitkus Sind fmtrressive arc thrt windiAva Ullmi with 
complete figures (Flates 8-tl and Front Cover), o( 
which the Giinga ts ,in cmtsiandinR acCTimpIishtncni. 
AI! ihese windows decorate the walls pI the dhrlne, 
called the Doddappn, behind the main temple. Simitar 
pierced wunlhws are also ui*e;i 'n the Bhoganandi#^ 
vura and ArunachaliHivara shrines at Nundi already 
merrtioned One, which djntaUu a Nuteaa, Is of great 
beauty.* Ihe Colas admired these windows as much 
US they did the Ntilamba pillni^. A fine eKHmple, 
similar to that on Plato 12, may be seen in llie Kadies- 
vara Temple et ConjeeveranH. Others m the typical 
greenish blue basalt used by the Nolambas, have been 
liMcd in the covered hMll before the main ihrlne of the 
Rajarajesvora Temple at Tan jure, 

The d(W (Plate 2!)> to the Mahkarjuna ahrine 
which lie* in Urn south of the main temple, 1* finely 
Lfincclyed, and an advance nn such KashtrakuM doors 
us those in the Jain temple at Patladakal. The alter- 
nation of eJataaratcly cut and plain bevelled surface* 
give B wonderfully rich effect. A popular lealure are 
the two dwarfs mounted on elephants which flank doors 
and windows. These dwarl*. who carry a loins und 
jj coricH—twon! tlit- nine trcHsures (nidhta) of Ktjver#— 
ore >1 Caiukya motif, Which was Taler adopted oy tlie 
CoTas. Cn the Malikarjuna door the two dwarfs also 
appear on the lintel flunking the central figure of Gajn- 
I jnkjg hmi. 


• An:h.atotQgic:i) Survvy of AnniKt 1B13-H 

o\ V t mid b; and IU32 3CIX 2 and XX Othtn 
wi»re nwd in thi> 5"4#r*«rrj Tomtil^ ui Arulmtuypo 

(Ttitiilmr Bifllrici) and In the Lak*hraflTW^*(r^ (it Avjuil 
(Kii1nr 

t Al^^^PinEieT Palliivi Arfrh iterttur^. Mfldw, pk 
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Aboul the site find in small modern cells In the 
e^rmpaund of the main temple are manv acuJpLures- 
The finest is a standing figure <rf Surya {Plate 13) nf 
southern typ ^—barefoot and holding htt lotuses (which 
are misging) fairly low. A more Impressi^'e imHge of 
this deity djM not exist in Indion art.* There are also 
ffjur ijeulpiures of SIvaV vehicle, Nandlp, of monumental 
Hire and cnnception. The iwo finest are here lllujilraled. 
(Plates 14 and IS). The lovely garland of belli Is again 
a Calukya tealure. Scattered about the site is a cfCm- 
pletD sel cl the Seven Mother^ {Sapiamatrikas). They 
exhibit a force and majesty < Plates 16 and 17) com¬ 
parable witJi the Late Pa [lava and E!arly Cola repre¬ 
sentations of the gild desses. From ihe scul ptures in 
the main temple we select □ Mahishaisiiraniardliii 
(Plate JSh a perfect example of the Indian genius for 
thrce-dimensicnal foriri. and a charming group of a 
Naga and Wagini with tails intertwined (Plate IS). 
The latter is the only piece heic filustraled n^hich is 
later than the tOth century AJ}^ 

A ward may be said of one of the many inscrip^ 
tions at Bemavaii. To the right of the Stirya (pkte 
13) stands a broken pdJar wdth a long Kanarese inscrip¬ 
tion which mentiotos the greatest of the Nolamba rtilera* 
Mahendra^t Its archaic characters are cut mto ihe 
intractable basalt with a beautiful precision and cle- 
ganE^e—a model of lapidary art. 


pirrc li m sernisd, but lc!$a fine ifnaflc Surya from 
HemavRtl in ibe Gavemmeiit Mukuiu. Hiu^ru iF. H 
Gravely anti C SivunimamurlJ. niustmtidfii pf [ndlim 
Sculpluro Mmliy Madrm, 1031 pi XXII 

r R ^oina SMtry. S*HJth-liidldii Iniciiptbni tTialil. Vol. 
IX Fart ] Mjidrit*, IB3D. Kq. |9 
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